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First Name: Brick Kung
Institution: McMaster University
Where did you work abroad (city, country): Grenoble, France
When did you go abroad: July – December 2008
Which work term (1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc..):

Program of study: Bachelor of Engineering, Materials
1. What motivated you to seek out an international work term?
One of our professors came into class one day and offered an exchange program to study and work abroad. Saw that it was a great opportunity to experience and learn new things so I decided to take advantage of the exchange.

2. How did you fund the travel and other costs associated with this opportunity?
Some bursaries and scholarships were available, but most of the money came from savings from past jobs.
3. Can you tell me what steps you took to secure your co-op position?  Did you feel it was hard to secure your co-op position and how would you advise other students to make the same effort?
The exchange program was still somewhat in its infancy and in short demand, therefore I was lucky to not have to “fight” for a spot. However, since then, the program has received wide publicity and more and more students are interested in doing exchange set up by the Materials Engineering Department. 
4. When conducting your job search did you find that many of the jobs available were in specific sectors? (ie: corporate, non-profit, government, etc.) Where, or how, would you suggest other students focus their search?
I highly suggest students that are starting their job search to go and attend networking events to meet industry professionals and give insight on some of the jobs they may be applying for. Also, it is a good gauge on what to put on your resume to “attract” employers as well as learning to develop interviewing skills. If a student can conduct themselves well at a networking event with industry professionals then he/she will have no issues when they enter the room for their interviews.
5. Tell me about the cost of living in (city or country).  How did your expenses compare to your income based on the salary you were earning?  Were you able to save any money and where did you find savings or discounts which reduced your expenses?  
I was receiving 1000 euros a month in Grenoble, France. The main expense came from rent, which was 340 euros at the time. Most of the savings came from cooking rather than eating out. I was only able to marginally save enough for tuition for the amount that OSAP had not covered. The euro was also quite expensive at the time, believe it was trading at $1.74 CAD/EUR.
6. How did you find accommodations and what rent can you expect to pay in (city or country)?
I stayed in a international student residence, therefore it was a bit more expensive, costing 340 euros/month. However, you can find places costing less around 250 – 300 euros/month.
7.  What, if any, cultural barriers did you have to overcome and what were some of these challenges?
There weren’t any cultural barriers other than language. I just had to either find someone that spoke enough English to communicate with or I would try and speak enough French to get my message across.

8. Did you find it difficult to meet new people?  What steps did you take to integrate yourself into your new surroundings and make yourself more comfortable in a new setting?
Living in the international student residence helped a lot in meeting new people as everyone staying there was “new”. Not only were there just French students staying there, but students from across the world were staying there as well. There were students from Brazil, Spain, Holland, United States etc.
9.  Overall, what advice would you give co-op students who are seeking international opportunities?

Just take a leap of faith and have fun. One can never go wrong with any new experience.

10.   Is there anything else you want us to know about your experience?
